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measures. The object was to ascertain conveniently the quantity of like matter, or the quantity (number) of homogeneous, similarly shaped (identical) bodies. Thus, conversely, the capacity of a store-room (granary) was in all likelihood originally estimated by the quantity or number of homogeneous bodies which it was capable of containing. The measurement of volume by a unit of volume is in all probability a much later conception, and can only have developed on a higher stage of abstraction. Esti-" mates of areas were also doubtless made from the number of fruit-bearing or useful plants which a field would accommodate, or from the quantity of seed that could be sown on it; or possibly also1 from the labor which such work required.
MEASUREMENT OF SURFACES.
The measurement of a surface by a surface was readily and obviously suggested in this connection when fields of the same size and shape lay near one another. There one could scarcely doubt that the field made up of n fields of the same size and form possessed also n-fold agricultural value. We shall net be inclined to underrate the significance of this intellectual step when we consider the errors in the measurement of areas which the Egyptians1 and even the Roman agrimensores* commonly committed.
1Eisenlohr, Bin maihematisches Handbuch der alien ter:  Papyrus Rhind, Leipsic, 1877.
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